College Council
March 8, 2019
President’s Update

Budget and Tuition Forums
Once again, we will be holding Forums for students and staff to learn about the College’s budget development process, the funding constraints and scenarios, and a tuition increase under consideration by our Board of Education (as it is for most CC’s in Oregon).  This is an opportunity to ask questions and give input prior to Board action. The Forums are scheduled as follows:
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	Times

	Date
	Student Forums
	Staff Forums

	Friday March 15
	
	1:30–2:30 pm

	Monday March 18
	2:00–3:00 pm
	3:00-4:00 pm

	Tuesday, March 19
	Noon–1:00 pm
	



(Locations TBD, will be announced and posted)

Accreditation and NWCCU
· Reminder that our visit for Initial Accreditation will occur October 16-18. Our written report will be due mid-August.
· Earlier this week, Birgitte and Ann Hovey attended the annual NWCCU workshop in Seattle.  A few highlights:
· Our liaison, Valerie Martinez, continues to be very encouraging and reminded us the most critical aspect of our application will be 
· the robust meeting of each of the 24 Eligibility Requirements
· addressing the five recommendations from our 2018 visit
· demonstrating continuous improvement in all areas
· We now have the option of having Standard Two (the big compliance standard) reviewed ahead of time to provide us the opportunity to remedy Std Two findings prior to the visit.  We will likely use this option.
· The NWCCU standards will change in January 2020. Colleges "in process" will have a two-year grace period to make the change. We will adopt the new standards in our next planning cycle, which will commence once we reach independence. All of our work to date will apply to the new standards and we expect there will be greater flexibility as well.

Advocacy for Our Students and Community College Funding

Please visit https://www.myoregonfuture.com/. This site is a central part of the unified advocacy of Oregon Community Colleges for full funding in the state budget.  CC’s are asking for three things: a base budget that catches up the underfunding of the past decade, dedicated funding for student support programs, and dedicated funding for CTE program expansion. The site has a “take action” tab that will generate emails to legislative offices in support of CC funding.


