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Federal Pandemic Relief Funding
The Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act (CRRSA), 2021, enacted on December 27, 2020, provided $22.7 billion for institutions of higher education. The big takeaways from the relief package include $300 in weekly federal unemployment insurance payments through March 14, direct payments of $600 for individuals and $82 billion for education. Included in that education funding is nearly $23 billion for a higher education fund, more than $54 billion for public K-12 schools and more than $4 billion for a governors’ relief fund.

Impact on OCCC:  As the pandemic drags on and we stay primarily in a remote mode, enrollments are beginning to lag significantly compared to pre-pandemic.  While the implications for students and potential students is our first concern, there is also secondary impact on the College, in that we rely upon certain levels of enrollment to sustain our operations. Consequently, the support that is pending from CRRSA is sorely needed by students and the institution itself.  Because the support for Higher Education is larger than that in CAREs and is also structured more flexibly, we look forward to using these new one-time funds to help more students access education, and help the College navigate some troubling fiscal challenges.  

However, our prior status of being accredited through PCC continues to plague us, and we are likely looking at a repeat of CAREs, where our allocation was funneled through PCC and we might lose out on small college subsidies.  (This is because the distribution formula relies upon 2017-2018 data.) We are advocating and working through a variety of channels (Senator Merkley’s office, Department of Education, and AACC) to attempt to have OCCC approved for direct payment.  What is the potential funding for us?  Since we are not in the system, there are no Federal projections as yet for OCCC.  Based on conversations with PCC, they suggest we might see funding in the low $400,000 range as a portion of their entire award. 

Considering Federal Grants
Now that we are independently accredited and recognized by the Department of Education from 2020 onwards, we are newly eligible to apply for a number of sizable competitive federal grants programs administered by the Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE). Awards are tied to large-scale improvements in student success and require new efforts (so not intended to supplant the funding of current efforts.)  This is a type of funding that all of the other Oregon CCs have accessed at some point in the last 20 years, but OCCC has been ineligible due to our lack of independent standing. Dan Lara and Andres Oroz are working with a Federal grant consultant and leading the effort to determine which if any are appropriate for OCCC.

Mission Review Process
From In-Service, you may recall that our Accreditation cycle requires that OCCC engage in a process of mission review.  Our Board of Education is ultimately responsible for the Mission statement, and they rely upon input from the College community as an important part of their deliberations. Most of you participated in an In-Service Mission review process.  Following on the student panel, we had small group discussion and followed up by a survey that asked what about the mission is still relevant, and what do you think is missing or needs updating?  The results of that survey were shared with the Board. They have now given us the direction that the current mission remains timely and relevant, with one exception most consistently called out in the In-Service comments. That change is to infuse a more explicit commitment to equity in the mission.  I have asked Ben Kaufman and the Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Committee to lead this process to develop equity phrasing to be considered by the Board for inclusion in a revised Mission Statement.


