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Course Edit Proposal 


For delivery to the Oregon Coast Community College Instructional Leadership Team (ILT).

Course information can be found in the online Oregon Coast Community College catalog, and the full Course Content and Outcomes Guides (CCOGs) can be requested from the Department of Academics and Workforce. Substantial changes may require submission of the New Course Proposal form. 

Course to be changed:

Course Number: OLD: J103; NEW: J216

Course Title: OLD: Introduction to Media Writing; NEW: News Reporting and Writing 

Is this course currently a pre- or co-requisite for another course: No.

If yes, list all relevant courses: _____________________________________________

What programs/certificates include this course, if any: None, proposed for Arts and Letters for AAOT, AGS and ASOT.

Does this course require a special additional fee: N/A
Does this course satisfy a General Education or Cultural Literacy requirement (list): At OSU — Writing II.

Requested Change: 

	X Course number
	X Course title

	Credit Hours
	Contact Hours

	Pre-Requisites
	Co-Requisites

	X Description
	X Outcomes

	Assessment Strategies
	Grading Option

	X Gen Ed Requirement 
	Fees

	Other
	




Detail your changes: Add “Introduces basics of reporting and journalistic writing, including news style, grammar and story structure. Students also study journalism history, literature, ethics, law and critical thinking as applied to information gathering.”

Description: Introduces basics of reporting and journalistic writing, including news style, grammar and story structure. Students also study journalism history, literature, ethics, law and critical thinking as applied to information gathering. Through the creation of original works, students will explore culture and diversity. Examples may include learning how to cover violence and race in a traditional inverted pyramid story format or learning fairness in coverage of sexual harassment and gender issues in the American workplace. Focuses on style and story structure for print, online and social media publication and discusses the rights and responsibilities of the public communicator. Emphasizes journalistic style and format, accuracy and clarity in writing. Emphasizes understanding media bias and avoiding it in their own work. 
Prerequisites: WR 121. Audit available.
Former description: Introduces the basic process and practice of writing media. Discusses style and story structure for print and electronic media and the rights and responsibilities of the public communicator. Emphasizes journalistic style and format, accuracy and clarity in writing. Recommended: Concurrent enrollment in J 102. Prerequisite: WR 121. Audit available.

LBCC: https://linnbenton.smartcatalogiq.com/current/Catalog/Courses/JN-Journalism/200/JN-216


CCOGs: 
1. Understand media artifacts as an informational art form and the messages and meanings they convey whether static (newsprint, broadcast) or dynamic (web, social media) in the context of modern society. 

2. Employ basic journalism skills such as interviewing, research and gathering facts to identify, report on and author new and original media artifacts about news subjects and events.
	
3. Understand, evaluate and analyze the rights and responsibilities of a journalist in providing information to the public, including style, slander, libel, and an examination of the friction between the First and Fifth 	amendments.

4. Use the development and creation of media artifacts to explore societal issues and representation of facets of modern society including such topics as race, class, gender, sexuality and more.

5. Use social media platforms such as Twitter/Facebook/Instagram/LinkedIn to distribute and promote original news stories.

Original CCOGs: 
1. Organize researched material into journalistic format. 
2. Understand the responsibility inherent in providing information to the public. 
3. Apply basic techniques of journalistic writing and formats.

What is the need and impact of these course changes:

The primary purpose of these changes is to establish J103 as more than an elective— to fulfill an Arts and Letters AAOT/ASOT/AGS requirement at OCCC because it fulfills a Writing II Core requirement at OSU and a similar class at LBCC that I used as a model for this course, JN216 (https://linnbenton.smartcatalogiq.com/current/Catalog/Courses/JN-Journalism/200/JN-216), fulfills both an Arts and Letters AAOT/ASOT/AGS requirement and a Writing II requirement at OSU.

To this end, I’m proposing modifying the description and CCOGs to reflect the art that students create with the express purpose of conveying and disseminating current information. Every 1,000 word story they write is unique to them, especially during assignments when I allow them to generate their own topics. When they create opinion columns that tell their story to readers or record hard news radio broadcasts that incorporate use of tone and diction to create meaning for listeners, they are creating art. Art not for art’s sake, which I’m not opposed to, but art for the sake of communicating information and ideas with a sense of urgency not necessarily to enjoy, but to inform clearly and effectively so that their audience has more tools to navigate the increasingly complex and challenging (and sometimes the seemingly bananas) world we live in. Communicators have a power to change, but also a responsibility, to try to make the world a better place.

The second proposed course change resituates this course in the proper context of a forward-thinking and diverse college ecosystem: Writing for the media goes so far beyond the mind-numbing intricacies of a corporate merger or kitten adoption day at the local animal shelter. To be a journalist, one must really be a storyteller and to be a storyteller one must truly understand people. This requires a recognition of bias among budding journalists. Questions must be asked: How do you frame a story about a female victim of sexual harassment in the workplace versus that of a male victim? How does media coverage of Coronavirus deaths in regions with a heavy black population differ from a heavy white population? One example I used was a New York Times piece from a team of embedded journalists about the brutality and violence perpetrated on women in Honduras as an explanation for the growing numbers of migrants (the “Caravan”) heading for the US border. How this person told the story explains framing theory, but illustrated why horrible stories like this need to be told  and gives meaning to events in the world. One of the embedded NYT journalists, a woman, was horrifically murdered in the street in broad daylight for her involvement in the story. The valiant effort of this journalist and her team became an aid to teach the next generation about the media coverage of gender, other cultures and the framing of events in terms of nationalism—— and how to reach a wider American audience without shutting them down mentally. Because of this article, millions of dollars in donations flowed into charity organizations and shelters were created to protect these Honduran women and to get them out of the country (not necessarily to the US). I use this to teach students that their words really can change the world if they if they are willing to take the risk and to that effect, they need to choose every word carefully.

Of course, there is no fantasy that this one course can simultaneously teach the basics of journalism and also cover all these topics in enough detail to produce new ways of thinking, yet every assignment and lecture uses examples that I hope causes students to think about the world in a different way. For a true examination of all that, I would need the focus of COMM228’s heavy media theory, which I do take full of advantage of when I’m lucky enough to be teaching that. Still, why not double dip with J103?


“Diversity contains as many treasures as those waiting for us on other worlds. We will find it impossible to fear diversity and to enter the future at the same time." 

-Gene Roddenberry


Academic year and term course change intended to go into effect:

	Year: 2021-22
	X Fall
	Winter
	Spring
	Summer



Contact Email: gregory.dewar@oregoncoast.edu

Proposer/s Name/s: 

Gregory Dewar, Comm. Studies Faculty |  gregory.dewar@oregoncoast.edu

Department:	
Communication and Writing

Date of Submission: 5/12/2021


[bookmark: _GoBack]See curriculum webpage for process flowchart, deadlines calendar, and General Education Philosophy Statement and definitions. Any additional questions can be sent to officeofinstruction@oregoncoastcc.org. 
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