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Course Content and Outcome Guide for IRW 115

Course Number: IRW 115
Course Title: Introduction to College Reading and Composition
Credit Hours: 6
Lecture Hours: 60

Course Description 


Covers reading and writing processes, organization, thesis development, and revision for clarity. Focuses on critical reading as a basis for academic inquiry, exploring one's ideas in response to texts, and developing thesis-driven essays. Emphasizes strategies for comprehension and response, critical thinking skills, information literacy, and reflection. Prepares students for WR 121 and other college level coursework. 

Addendum to Course Description:

Students write 2000-2500 words of revised, final draft copy, including at least one essay that incorporates and cites source materials. 


Prerequisites: RD 90 and WR 90 or equivalent placement or IRW 90 or (ESOL 260 and ESOL 262)

Audit available.

Intended Outcomes for Course 


1) Read to understand the use of rhetorical concepts and context.

2) Use reading and writing strategies for inquiry, comprehension, and critical thinking.

3) Locate, evaluate, and use information effectively and ethically to construct a line of inquiry and encourage intellectual curiosity.

4) Compose texts that integrate the writer’s ideas with appropriate sources in support of a thesis or central idea.

5) Write effectively using the writing process (prewriting, drafting, revision) for a variety of purposes.

6) Use critical reading strategies (reviewing, rereading, and correcting comprehension) for a variety of purposes.




Course Activities and Design:


This course may be designed and delivered with a diversity of approaches, respecting instructor autonomy and the needs of students. This list describes some activities that students might engage in to meet the outcomes listed above. It does not prescribe activities which must take place.


1. Read to understand the use of rhetorical concepts and context.

· Analyze texts in order to identify explicit and implicit ideas.
· Distinguish fact from opinion.
· Determine the author’s potential bias.
· Notice characteristics of different types of writing.
· Cultivate flexibility and skepticism as a reader.
· Explore relationship between audience and rhetorical choices in texts.

2.      Use reading strategies for inquiry, comprehension, and critical thinking.

· Use stages of reading.
· Develop self-reflection and metacognition.
· Adjust reading rate to needs of the text.
· Broaden use of vocabulary development strategies to learn and use new words.
· Use active reading strategies to formulate questions and develop a line of inquiry.

3.   Locate, evaluate, and use information effectively and ethically to construct a line of inquiry 

· Formulate a research query.
· Select appropriate sources of information.
· Identify and make use of steps in the research process.
· Maintain academic honesty by acknowledging all sources in written work.


4. Compose texts that integrate the writer’s ideas with appropriate sources in support of a thesis.

· Accurately describe ideas in source material and relate them to one’s own.
· Develop a variety of adequate and relevant support.
· Evaluate one’s own writing skills and writing process to revise drafts to emphasize a central idea and the relevance of evidence.
· Practice emulating forms based on models.

5. Write effectively using the writing process (prewriting, drafting, revision) for a variety of purposes.

· Evaluate one’s own reading and writing processes.
· Construct unified essays (paragraphing, topic sentences, transitions).
· Practice use of writing conventions like mechanics and grammar.
· Practice crediting source material using a recognized academic style.
· Shift form to meet audience needs.

6.    Use critical reading strategies (reviewing, rereading, and correcting comprehension) for a variety of purposes.

· Adjust reading rate to the nature of the material
· Use critical thinking to evaluate increasingly complex and diverse information and sources for learning.
· Improve essays by reading peer review and instructor feedback.
· Examine interactions between structure, style, vocabulary, and purpose within complex texts.


Outcome Assessment Strategies:


· Out-of-class writing
· In-class writing
· Responses to assigned texts
· Research tasks
· Group/individual work demonstrating comprehension strategies
· Project with novel, biography, or autobiography
· Informal writing (journaling, discussion posts)
· Reading reflection logs and essays
· Quizzes on readings and vocabulary
· Class participation


Course Content (Themes, Concepts, Issues and Skills):

· Understanding the relationship of the writer to the topic
· Identifying biases and rhetorical methods in writing
· Writing for particular purposes and audiences
· Supporting claims by the use of specific examples
· Reading other writers as models
· Being sensitive to other points of view and developing awareness to the social and political implications of a variety of texts, including one's own
· Understanding the elements that make up a piece of writing



Competencies and Skills:

Recurring themes and concepts that students will work with include:
· Reading actively
· Using inquiry to explore ideas
· Analyzing audiences 
· Identifying a writer’s stated or implied thesis
· Identifying bias
· Analyzing the writer’s use of rhetoric 
· Monitoring one’s own reading and composing skills and abilities
· Developing strategies to correct errors in comprehension and composition
· Building vocabulary through context and word parts study
· Summarizing, paraphrasing, and citing sources
· Understanding correct sentence structure
· Developing the ability to integrate and synthesize various texts
· Recognizing and avoiding plagiarism
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