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Course Content and Outcome Guide for ED 216

Course Number: ED 216
Course Title: Foundations in Education
Credit Hours: 3
Lecture Hours: 30
Lecture/Lab Hours: 0
Lab Hours: 0
[bookmark: _Hlk38272270]Special Fee: $0

Course Description 
Provides an overview of the history and current issues in the field for K-12 education including the impact of philosophy on practice. Meets TSPC Civil Rights testing requirements for ORELA. 


Addendum to Course Description 


Intended Outcomes for Course 
· Analyze current issues in education through historical, sociological, political and philosophical lenses and apply analysis to educational systems as levers of social justice
· Develop and articulate an initial personal philosophy of education through examination of different schools of thought.
· Identify the roles, professional responsibilities and ethical expectations of teachers in today’s schools, and link this to individual identity and career goals.
· Explain how difference is socially constructed (in Education)
· Using historical and contemporary examples, describe how perceived difference, combined with unequal distribution of power across economic, social, and political institutions, results in discrimination.
· Analyze ways in which the interactions of social categories such as race, ethnicity, social class, gender, religion, sexual orientation, disability and age are related to difference, power and discrimination in the United States.



Course Activities and Design

Course activities ideally model best practice in K-12 teaching design and delivery in a transparent way. Explanation of why activities were selected should be included whenever possible. 

Sample activities (not an exhaustive list)
· Timelines 
· Small group presentations / jigsaw learning activities
· Peer review
· Quizzes and exams – model low stakes formative assessments
· Reflective essays
· Individual research
· Discussion (in-class or online)


Outcome Assessment Strategies

Student progress will be evaluated and criteria will be developed for assigning a course grade using the following tools:
1. responses to reading assignments;
2. completion of a written philosophy of education;
3. completion and presentation of a comprehensive portfolio designed to demonstrate the student’s knowledge and skills to date as related to specific outcomes in the field of education (depending on the career goals of the student);
4. and participation in group and class discussion and activities.



Course Content (Themes, Concepts, Issues and Skills)
· Discuss and analyze a variety of philosophies of education;
· Discuss and analyze historical/philosophical antecedents and relate them to current conditions in American schools;
· Develop and write a personal philosophy of education tied to major movements of thought in the field;
· Relate philosophy and theory to specific practice;.
· Discuss social construction of difference and its impact on Education in the U.S.
· Discuss discrimination and its impact on student access and success and family engagement with education
· Arrange evidence of personal knowledge and skills related to the field of education in a professional portfolio;



Topics to be covered include: 

· Understanding the Teaching Profession
· Foundations of Education including: Philosophical, Historical, Political, Legal, Economic, and Social
· Student Rights
· Teachers as lifelong learners
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