
Threaded or Non-Threaded Discussion Topics in Canvas: Which to Choose? 

When you create a new Discussion topic in Canvas, you have a choice of enabling a checkbox for Allow threaded 

replies.  What does this do?  Here are two examples of the same discussion in a class.  The first example (below) 

uses the default option of not allowing threaded replies; the next page shows threaded replies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion topic started, with 
Allow Threaded Replies 
disabled.  (Default setting.) 

Wile E. Coyote's reply to Road Runner's 
reply—and any additional replies—are 
NOT indented any further. 

Whether a discussion is threaded or non-threaded, students can NOT create individual threads within a Discussion Topic on 
their own.  They can only Reply.  On the other hand, by default Canvas ALLOWS students to create their own Discussion 
topics!  You can turn this off by clicking the "gear" icon on the upper-right of the main Discussions landing page:

 

Student Minnie Mouse replies to the instructor's 
original post, not to the others.  It is not indented at 
all, and "equal" to Wile E. Coyote's original reply. 

The ONLY Reply icon 
is at the bottom of 
them all. 

Student Wile E. Coyote replies 
to the instructor's post. 

Minnie's reply to the 
original also has a 
Reply icon. 

Student Road Runner (a Road Scholar!) 
replies to Wile E. Coyote.  Note it is 
indented under Wile E. Coyote's reply. 



 

Basically, threaded Discussions appear in a more hierarchical manner, with each additional reply further indented.  

In either case, you can always close all replies, and (for viewing ease) collapse all replies at the top: 

 

Discussion topic stared, 
with Allow threaded 
replies ENABLED. 

Student Wile E. Coyote replies to 
the instructor's post. 

Student Road Runner replies to 
Wile E. Coyote.  Note it is indented 
under Wile E. Coyote's reply. 
 

Wile E. Coyote replies to Road 
Runner's reply.   It is indented 
under Road Runner's reply. 
 

Road Runner replies to Wile E. 
Coyote's reply.  It is indented 
under Wile E. Coyote's reply. 
 

For additional information on 
threaded discussions, consult 
this Canvas guide online: 
https://community.canvaslms.
com/docs/DOC-2755 
 

Student Minnie Mouse replies to the instructor's 
original post.  It is not indented at all, and 
"equal" to Wile E. Coyote's original reply. 
 

Note that ALL replies have 
their own Reply link under 
each individual message, 
unlike within a non-
threaded discussion, when 
it appeared on the 
bottom. 

https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2755
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2755

