
 
 
 
 
 
Course Content and Outcome Guide for WRI 121 Co-Req 
 
Course Number: WR 121L 
Course Title: College Writing Skills   
Credit Hours: 1 
Lecture Hours:  
Lecture/Lab Hours: 22 
Lab Hours: 0 
Special Fee: 0 
 
Course Description  
Students will engage in the study and practice of critical thinking, effectively reading complex 
college level texts, and writing compositions that include responses to readings with the 
emphasis on reading strategies, basic composition, and language/grammar skills to achieve 
college-level reading and writing capability and successful completion of WR 121Z. This is co-
requisite to WR121Z; students are required to enroll in WR121Z if registered for the lab.  

 
Prerequisites:  
No pre-requisites. Audit available. 
 
Intended Outcomes for Course  
Upon completion of the course students should be able to: 
 

1. Improve reading rate, vocabulary, and comprehension by engaging in complex college 
level texts through utilization of reading strategies. 

2. Construct solid sentences with varying sentence structure throughout well-organized 
paragraphs appropriate for formal writing. 

3. Engage in critical thinking skills in understanding readings and research that are then 
applied to writing with a focus on the audience, the writing process, and the writing 
assignment/situation. 

4. Construct logically organized, coherent, and unified essays that are centered around a 
strong thesis throughout, which also includes topic sentences, relevant supporting 
points, appropriate transitions, and integration of research/sources when appropriate. 

5. Display competent control of grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 
 
.  
Outcome Assessment Strategies 
 

1. Daily paragraph reading and writing assignments (completion grade only) 
2. Portfolio of revised paragraphs (for grade) 
3. Regular individual one-on-one meetings with the instructor 
4. Grammar and reading strategy exercises/quizzes 
5. Peer Review 

 



 
 
Course Content (Themes, Concepts, Issues and Skills) 
 
Students will spend a portion of each class period focusing on both a reading strategy and a 
major component of writing, which will be practiced by students reading a text and then writing 
in paragraph format each class period. Instructors will return these paragraphs with notes 
weekly. Students will revise the paragraphs from the previous class/week in class. Students will 
submit a portfolio of their completed paragraphs at the end of the term.  
 
Students will also spend a small portion of each class covering a grammar skill so that students 
review major grammar rules and learn college level expectations. 
 
Time will be allotted for students to work on their assignments from Writing 121Z so that they 
can acquire assistance and bring up questions to the class that could be beneficial for all 
students.  
 
Students will also spend a small portion of time per week reading that will be specific to the 
mode of writing or component of writing being studied so that students have a good example 
to emulate.  
 
The last few weeks of classes will cover research skills (including some media literacy skills) and 
include a peer review session.  
 
Sample Course Schedule: 

Week 1 

• Intro to class 
• Reading Lecture Focus: Pre-reading Strategies (Skimming & Context Clues) 
• Writing Lecture Focus: The sentence: building block for paragraphs 
• Reading:  short memoir  
• Assignment: memoir paragraph  
• Additional Grammar: S/V Agreement  

Week 2 Focus: 

• Lecture Focus: Major sentence structure errors and correcting them 
• Reading Lecture Focus: Annotating  
• Reading:  descriptive writing 
• Assignment: descriptive paragraph 
• Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings 
• Additional Grammar: Common Errors Part 1 

 

Week 3 Focus: 

• Lecture Focus: Paragraph format 
• Reading Lecture Focus: Basics of Narration 
• Reading: process analysis reading  
• Assignment: process paragraph 
• Grammar: Common Errors Part 2 



• Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings 

Week 4 Focus: 

• Lecture Focus: Thesis writing 
• Reading Lecture Focus: Levels of Specificity: Main Idea and Supporting Details 
• Reading:  argumentative essay 
• Assignment: argumentative paragraph with strong thesis 
• Grammar: Pronouns 
• Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings 

Week 5 Focus: 

• Lecture Focus: Essay Structure and outlining 
• Reading Lecture Focus: Summarizing 
• Reading:  essay (mode is instructor’s choice) 
• Assignment: outline and introduction  
• Grammar: Commas Part 1 
• Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings 

 

Week 6 Focus: 

• Lecture Compare/contrast 
• Reading Lecture Focus: Making Connections 
• Reading:  compare and contrast essay 
• Assignment:  compare and contrast outline and introduction for essay 
• Grammar: Commas Part 2 
• Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings 

 

Week 7 Focus: 

• Lecture Focus: Media literacy, Research skills, and practice 
• Reading Lecture Focus: Building Background Information 
• Reading: news article  
• Assignment:  Summary and Response to news article  
• Grammar: Pronouns 
• Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings 

Week 8 Focus: 

• Lecture Focus: Revision and quoting/paraphrasing. 
• Reading Lecture Focus: SQ4R and Textbook Strategies 
• Reading:  short journal article 
• Assignment:  summary and response to journal article 
• Grammar: Eliminate Wordiness 
• Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings 

Week 9 Focus: 

• Lecture Focus: Peer Review dos and don’ts *significant class time for students to work on essay 
• Reading Lecture Focus: Building your Vocabulary 



• Reading:  Peer Review of at least one other essay 
• Assignment:  Peer Review Worksheet 
• Grammar: Parallelism 
• Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 


