Week 1

Sample Course Schedule

Intro to class

Lecture Focus: The sentence: building block for paragraphs

Reading Lecture Focus: Pre-reading Strategies (Skimming & Context Clues)
Reading: short memoir “The Green Jacket” by Gary Soto
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/the-jacket

Assignment: memoir paragraph
Additional Grammar: S/V Agreement

Week 2 Focus:

Lecture Focus: Major sentence structure errors and how to correct

Reading Lecture Focus: Annotating

Reading: descriptive writing “America’s Past Time”
https://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/15-4-descriptive-essay/

Assignment: descriptive paragraph
Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings
Additional Grammar: Common Errors Part 1

Week 3 Focus:

Lecture Focus: Paragraph format

Reading Lecture Focus: Basics of Narration

Reading: process analysis reading “How to Grow Tomatoes from a Seedling”
https://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/15-6-process-analysis-essay/
Reading alternative “On Dumpster Diving” by Lars Eighner
https://scholarworks.umb.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1539&context=nejpp

Assignment: process paragraph
Grammar: Common Errors Part 2
Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings

Week 4 Focus:

Lecture Focus: Thesis writing

Reading Lecture Focus: Levels of Specificity: Main Idea and Supporting Details
Reading: argumentative essay from Harvard Global Essay Contest
https://www.essaycomp.org/2021-argumentative

Assignment: argumentative paragraph with strong thesis
Grammar: Pronouns
Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings

Week 5 Focus:

Lecture Focus: Essay structure and outlining


https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/the-jacket
https://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/15-4-descriptive-essay/
https://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/15-6-process-analysis-essay/
https://scholarworks.umb.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1539&context=nejpp
https://www.essaycomp.org/2021-argumentative

e Reading Lecture Focus: Summarizing

e Reading: essay #2 from Harvard Global Essay Contest: https://www.essaycomp.org/2021-
argumentative

e Assignment: outline and introduction

e Grammar: Commas Part 1

e Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings

Week 6 Focus:

e Lecture Focus: Essay assignment for coreq course and media literacy

e Reading Lecture Focus: Making Connections

e Reading: compare and contrast essay https://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/15-
8-compare-and-contrast-essay/

e Assignment: compare and contrast outline and introduction for essay

e Grammar: Commas Part 2

e Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings

Week 7 Focus:

e Lecture Focus: Media literacy, research skills and practice

e Reading Lecture Focus: Building Background Information

e Reading: Journal Article on Carol Dweck’s Mindset:
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1745691618804180

e Assignment: Summary and Response to article

e Grammar: Pronouns

e Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings

Week 8 Focus:

e Lecture Focus: Revision and quoting/paraphrasing.

e Reading Lecture Focus: SQ4R and Textbook Strategies

e Reading: Article on procrastination https://www.sciencenews.org/article/procrastination-harm-
fix-resolution

e Assignment: summary and response to journal article
e Grammar: Eliminate Wordiness
e Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings

Week 9 Focus:

e Lecture Focus: Peer Review dos and don’ts *significant class time for students to work on essay
e Reading Lecture Focus: Building you Vocabulary

e Reading: Peer Review of at least one other essay

e Assignment: Peer Review Worksheet

e Grammar: Parallelism


https://www.essaycomp.org/2021-argumentative
https://www.essaycomp.org/2021-argumentative
https://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/15-8-compare-and-contrast-essay/
https://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/15-8-compare-and-contrast-essay/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1745691618804180
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/procrastination-harm-fix-resolution
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/procrastination-harm-fix-resolution

e Workshop time: WR121Z assignments/individual meetings



