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“Please join me in congratulating several of our member institutions that have been recognized by
Secretary Miguel Cardona under the the United Stated Department of Education’s (USDE) 

Raise the Bar Postsecondary Success Recognition Program.

100 predominantly associate’s or certificate granting institutions includes these NWCCU Members:

Bates Technical College, Lake Washington Institute of Technology, North Seattle College, Walla Walla Community
College, Yakima Valley College, Columbia Gorge Community College, Columbia Basin College, Ilisagvik College,

Oregon Coast Community College, Pierce College District, Salish Kootenai College, Weber State University.

Enroll low-income students and students of color in their state; 
Help those students graduate or transfer successfully; and  
Prepare them to enter the career of their choice and enjoy upward mobility, including
recouping their costs and earning a premium over high school graduates in their state.  

 

      We wish these institutions our thanks for their efforts in support of students.”

From Sonny Ramaswamy, President
Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities:

The Department identified these institutions using publicly available data to measure performance on key indicators
related to equitable access, success, and post-college outcomes at public and non-profit institutions across the country.

These metrics consider the extent to which institutions: 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.ed.gov_about_ed-2Dinitiatives_raise-2Dthe-2Dbar_raise-2Dthe-2Dbar-2Dcollege-2Dexcellence-2Dand-2Dequity-23-3A-7E-3Atext-3DBuilding-2520a-2520higher-2520education-2520system-2520that-2520is-2520inclusive-2C&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=Zu5pgG4WvrK180G8OjYc2g&m=1hRMxtG5zEAcJWavaYiKZpbn8xbv4ILZPkHT52-boerF_RwI_nsiw7Py9pcbOO8j&s=zwOb0ostnm1bIxyUvzsKSrP7A_fC8vO98F0hbW3aVMU&e=


Data lags, considerably.
Meaningful tracking examines cohorts over time, 3 years and beyond for “success.”
Prior to 2019-2020 our data  “belonged” to the variety of contracting institutions. With
independence and the migration from SharkNet to Anthology, we started from scratch in 2019
with no externally documented data history. Data generation with Anthology was not always
smooth.
All of our cohorts up until 2023 were impacted by the Pandemic.
Oregon Community Colleges did not establish Data Sharing Agreements until 2022.
Small numbers are susceptible to large year over year fluctuations and make disaggregation
difficult.

Context & Challenges for our Student Success Metrics System 
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We benchmark (compare and track) our metrics data with 7 similar (mission, small, rural serving) colleges:
Five Oregon Small College Group: OCCC, Tillamook Bay, Clatsop, Columbia Gorge, Blue Mountain
Two National: Dawson, Miles (Montana).  An “aspirational benchmark.”

Big Picture of Assessing  Student Success at OCCC

We track “the Big 4” (along with a variety of more situation-specific data)

Pace/Content: Gateway Courses (Math/Writing)
Momentum/Pace (credits first term/credit first year)
Staying Enrolled: Persistence (fall to winter/fall to fall retention)
Achieving Success: Completion (graduation/transfer)

These metrics represent leading and lagging indicators in the lifecycle of the student and allow the College to make
strategic investments of financial and human resources in order to improve overall student achievement and close
equity gaps. While they do not capture every aspect of student success, these metrics are significant and meet the
guidance provided by our NWCCU Peer Evaluators, which noted: urgency for OCCC to identify which data sources
are currently most available, reliable, and useful for assessing institutional effectiveness, particularly if the college
is to complete multiple assessment cycles prior to its next self-study.

We disaggregate our data, when sample size allows: Pell Status, Gender,Age,
Race/Ethnicity, First Generation, Program



Pace/Content: Gateway Courses (Math/Writing*)
Pace/Momentum (credits first term/credit first year)
Staying Enrolled: Persistence (fall to winter/fall to fall retention)
Achieving Success: Completion (graduation/transfer)

The Big 4 Data Measures

Benchmarking Capacity Newly Established via Oregon CC Data Sharing Agreements. 
2022-2023 is the first year.
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*Completing Gateway Courses: expanding a pathway that does not require math/writing negatively impacts this data
point…the smaller the college the larger the impact. When we account for our own (purposeful) institutional changes we

are generally trending at or above what is happening with our peers in the state.



Note: Data sharing between institutions within the state of Oregon only began in 2022, utilizing an agreed upon shared set
of metrics from the Guided Pathways Framework.  As such, the comparison of overall and disaggregated data amongst
colleges is limited to 2022, though OCCC and the other Oregon Institutions are in the process of a 2nd year of data

collection, which will be updated in the chart above as it becomes available. 
https://oregoncoast.edu/student-achievement/

https://oregoncoast.edu/student-achievement/


Longitudinal, Prior Years
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Benchmarking

Prior to the Oregon Data Sharing Agreements, using IPEDS
 

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data

The following reports show latest available:
  Fall to Fall retention for 2021 to 2022 cohort (Full-time & Part-time)

150% time to graduation data  2019 cohort (other available cohorts on our
Institutional Effectiveness Webpage)
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https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data
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Questions?


